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JOE’S POND ASSOCIATION
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joespondvermont.com

Joe Hebert, Pres., Don Sherwood, V.Pres., Jack LaGue, Treas., Jamie Stewart, Sec.
Directors: Peter Crosby, Larry Rossi, Pam Hebert, Susan Bouchard.
The Joe’s Pond Association newsletter is published each spring and mailed to all Joe’s Pond Association members. We
encourage our members to contribute articles, photos or news. To contribute articles or photos, purchase ad space or
advise us of changes in your mailing address or e-mail, please contact Joanne Stewart at joespondvt111@gmail.com.

JPA SCHEDULE OF EVENTS, 2021

A Tribute to Fred

May 29
June 27
July 03
July 03
July 10
July 24
July 25
Aug.07

Spring Meeting, Pavilion, 10am
Sunfish Race*, 1pm
Fireworks, Rain date: July 05
Annual Meeting, Pavilion, 10am
Steak Dinner, Larry Rossi 684-3923
Italian Dinner, Pam Hebert 684-3655
Sunfish Race*, 1pm
Pig Roast, Bo Keech 684-3673
Mary Anne Cassani 684-2195
Aug.14
Pickleball Tournament**, 10:30am
Tom Segale 617-909-0960
Aug.21
Cocktail Party, Sue Yesalonia 563-2977
Linda Livendale 272-6564
Aug.22
Sunfish Race*, 1pm
Aug.28
Fall Meeting, Pavilion, 10am
*Rain date: one week later, Susan Bouchard 563-2716
**Rain date: Aug. 15

The Joe’s Pond community lost a valuable member
when Fred Brown passed away on November 18, 2020.
He and Jane Brown had been married for 37 years, and
what a team they made. Fred was that type of individual
that until he was gone, you did not know all that he did,
and how quietly and efficiently he went about his daily life
in helping others. Fred designed, created, maintained and
paid for the Joe’s Pond website. Not until the new website
was created did we become aware of the complexities and
challenges of creating and maintaining a web presence.
Fred went about his business with quiet concern for
getting it done right and sharing his knowledge with all
that asked. He was a constant presence at all JPA events
with his camera. He was the classic, unsung hero with his
efficient, effective, gracious, and low-key manner in giving his unwavering support to the Joe’s Pond Association.
Thank you, Fred, and may you rest in peace and
please know that you are truly missed.

Weekly activities, open to members of all levels:

Remember to pick up
Ice Out tickets and your copy
of the 2021 directory at one of our
Association meetings.

Mah Jongg: Wednesdays at 1pm, beginning June 2
`
Contact: kathleenchatot@ gmail.com
Pickleball: Weekends at 9am, weather permitting
Contact: tguerlain51@gmail.com or
juliehendrick4@gmail.com
Yoga :
Mondays at 10 am, July 5—August 9
Contact: andrea.aimi@gmail.com

JPA dues payable by July 1
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President’s Report

made as needed. We were aware that cracks were slowly
increasing but the damage was obviously worse. Estimates were obtained for repair options and the membership polled. We could have repaired the cracks for
approximately $20,000 or completely resurface the courts
for $33,000. Thanks to the extraordinary efforts of the
individuals participating in the pickle ball fundraisers
nearly $24,000 was raised specifically for this purpose.
The board recommended and a poll of the membership
resulted in an overwhelming response to proceed with the
longer lasting solution. A contract was signed, the cracks
were sealed for the winter to minimize further damage
and sometime this spring or early summer the courts will
be resurfaced. I cannot emphasize enough how grateful
we all should be to the individuals who mostly use the
courts and so generously contributed.
In the fall we were made aware that due to health
conditions Fred Brown would no longer be able to
manage the JPA website. That site was the sole creation
of Fred who designed, funded and maintained it himself.
Fred subsequently passed away in November representing a significant loss to our community. Faced with this
challenge and not being familiar with this technology, we
explored several options. Our primary goal was to have a
website that served our community needs and once
developed we could maintain ourselves. We selected
Raphel Marketing, from St. Johnsbury, who addressed
our concerns and developed a user-friendly website that
includes all the functions utilized by our association. It
remains a fluid site and adjustments can be made as
needed. This was a significant undertaking for the association given our limited expertise. I specifically want to
thank our secretary, Jamie Stewart, and his wife Joanne
for the many hours they contributed to this project.
Once again, I would like to thank the numerous
volunteers, ice out committee members, event organizers
and my fellow board of directors who make our association function. All of them help make our association a
success. Let us all please stay safe and hopefully we will
be able return to some normalcy this summer.
-Joe Hebert

At the end of last year’s report, I
encouraged everyone to stay vigilant
and hoped that Covid-19 would resolve
by the summer. Little did I, or anyone,
realize at that time what a devastating
impact the pandemic would have on all
our lives. Not only did it affect everyone personally but necessitated the
cancellation of all social activities at
Joe’s Pond. Unfortunately, as I write this report it is
unclear what this summer will bring. We are planning on
a return to all our JPA functions, but uncertainty remains.
Despite the pandemics impact, there were several
noteworthy accomplishments this past year. The board of
directors continued to hold socially distanced meetings to
deal with the association’s business. In May, with the
help of volunteers, the dock at the beach area was replaced after being absent the previous year. Also, in May,
Peter Crosby assumed the position as director of signs
and membership after Raymond Rouleau resigned
following many years of dedicated service. We were
gratefully able to continue with the sunfish races for the
50th year and were fortunate to have the July 4th fireworks. In addition, we sponsored a first. A concert on the
lake! Carmen and Richard Gagne graciously volunteered
their front lawn, and the association sponsored this great
evening. Other private individuals also held similar
programs. In the fall we had our biannual inspection for
milfoil, and I am pleased to report no invasive species
were found. We have also purchased a new flagpole with
a solar light for the pavilion which will be installed this
spring. In August Governor Scott announced that with
funds earmarked by the state legislature and matching
federal funds, construction of the rail trail will continue
and hopefully be completed within a few years.
As an association we had two major issues to address
during 2020. Once winter was over it became apparent
that the deterioration of the tennis courts was accelerating. During the past several years spot repairs had been

Secretary’s Report
MAY Meeting: The Board met on May 16th. It was determined that JPA will follow the Governor’s
and Vermont Health guidelines and cancel all social functions until at least July. It was decided that
pickleball/tennis, the Sunfish Races, and the fireworks could continue. Peter Crosby was chosen to
replace Raymond Rouleau who retired as Director of Signs and Membership. Pavilion rentals were also
cancelled through the month of June.
JUNE Meeting: The Board met again on June 20th and elected to continue to follow the Vermont
State Dept of Health guidelines. All social functions were canceled for the remainder of the summer.
JULY Meeting: The Board met on July 25th to discuss the severely deteriorating tennis/pickleball
courts. The Board made the decision to undertake a major repair of the courts. The repairs would be done in early 2021
when the weather breaks. Cracks were to be filled prior to the rainy and freezing weather in 2020. The total cost was
$33,000.00 to be funded from a combination of the court fund, recreational fund, and unappropriated surplus of the
general fund.
New Website: The Heberts and Stewarts took on the project of a new website due to Fred Brown’s passing. It was a fun
project but little did we know about the complexities of a pay system within a website and a deadline of Ice-Out ticket
sales looming. Huge kudos must go to Joe and Pam for working through these particular issues.
- Jamie Stewart
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Vice President’s Report

Aquatic Invasive Species Report

The dates for our Fireworks are set
for July 3rd with a rain date of July 5th.
We have been fortunate not to have to
use our rain date for several years. The
2020 show by NorthStar was certainly a
beautiful one!!! Last year, we authorized
an increased expenditure for the 2020
fireworks to be $7,000.00 and by paying this early, they
give us an additional 10% more fireworks.
The show will begin after dusk. Please do not bring
your boat any further than the two islands during the
event. We do not want the remnants of the rockets to
land in your boat!! Remember to show running lights
when you are on the water; water traffic is heavy on
Fireworks Night, so please be respectful of other boaters.
Keep your speed down and have adequate life preservers
aboard. There are many kayakers observing the show
also, so be on the
alert for them. Enjoy
the event safely.
If you drive to
view the fireworks,
they can best be
seen from Route 15
about two miles or
so from the beach.
Not much will be
seen from the beach.
For your safety,
posters will be set
up at the beach and
along the rail trail
requesting that you
do not interfere with
the men setting up
the detonation site
near Channel Drive on the day of the event.
Property owners;: if you have any concerns regarding
grading and brush cutting, attention to aprons, etc., along
roads of Joe’s Pond please contact me at 802-6843397. I will be happy to pass on your requests /concerns
to the proper officials or you can also contact the Town
Offices yourself. Here’s hoping that everyone has
another safe and magical summer at Joe’s Pond.
- Don Sherwood

Stationed in the new hut, our greeters had a very robust season, doubling
inspections of 400 boats from 52 different water bodies compared to 2019.
Seven of those bodies are known to
have Eurasian water milfoil.
All our greeters participated in both
on-line training for COVID and the Aquatic Nuisance
Control Grant in Aid Program, which has been renamed
the Environmental Stewardship Program. Funding from
this program helps prevent new introductions of aquatic
invasive species and manage long term infestations.
Joe's Pond also
receives funding
from the towns of
Danville and Walden.
Solitude
Lake
Management conducted a biological survey in August and no Eurasian watermilfoil
was found. In her
report,
Amanda
Mahaney, aquatic
biologist for Solitude, stated that
“Joe's Pond supports a rich and
diverse
native
plant assemblage
with no documented occurrences of submersed nonnative aquatic plant species”. She further stated that
both the vegetarian composition and abundance of
plants have remained unchanged since the start of their
monitoring in 2009.
The Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation reported that in May of 2020 there are 99 Vermont water bodies with a confirmed presence of Eurasian water milfoil. Vermont has over 800 lakes, with
220 of them larger than 20 acres in size.
We will begin inspecting boats at the Vermont Fishing Access in June and continue through Labor Day.
- Pam Hebert

Maintenance Report
Maintenance work for 2020 was reduced to a bare minimum due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The
Pavilion was not used at all. The investigation of replacement curtain panels was delayed. The condition of the tennis courts could not be delayed and so a decision by the Board was made to repair the
cracks, repave the entire courts, and restripe the courts for the two tennis courts with four pickleball
courts to be included. This work requires the fencing to come down and then be put back into
place. The price quoted was $33,000. The cracks were sealed in late October with the balance of the
work to be done as early as possible in 2021. Other 2021 projects will be for the flag pole to be totally
replaced and investigate the replacement/repair of the curtain panels for the Pavilion.
Regular maintenance will be on-going and we always appreciate input from members. If you notice something that
needs attention or think of a way to improve our facility, please do not hesitate to let me know. I can be reached at 802684-3923 or contact any Board Member.
-Larry Rossi
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2021 Ice Out Report

Signs & Membership

According to the National Weather Service meteorological spring begins on March 1. The astronomical
spring, also known as the spring equinox, began this year
on March 20, 2021. If you follow the annual Ice Out
Contest on Joe’s Pond, spring officially started on April
10 at 4:57 PM. That is the date and time that the block
sitting on the ice in front of Bill and Diane Rossi’s home
on West Shore Road fell through the ice marking the
official start of spring on the 396-acre pond in Vermont’s
North East Kingdom. This year’s Ice Out is the third
earliest in the contest history. On April 5, 2010 the ice
went out at 2:46 PM and on April 8, 2012 it went out at
5:32 PM. The latest Ice Out was on May 6, 1992.
This is the 34th year of the contest. A total of 12,531
tickets were sold, 4,330 were purchased on-line and 8,131
were paper tickets. Each ticket is sold
for $1. It would seem as though the
Covid pandemic did not have a significant effect on tickets sold. One year
ago, at the beginning of the pandemic,
10,966 tickets were sold. With proceeds split 50/50 after expenses, JPA
profited over $5,400 to support Association activities such as maintenance of
water quality and the 4th of July Fireworks.
Galina Mesko from Newport, Vermont is the 2021 winner of the Ice Out.
She purchased sixty tickets and had the
closest guess at April 10 at 4:59 PM,
just two minutes off. Ms. Mesko has been entering the
Joe’s Pond Ice Out contest since 2013 when participated
in a college project on the Ice Out. This piqued her interest, and she has purchased tickets yearly since. She will
receive a check for over $5,000.
The ice was a bit more unpredictable than in previous
years. Ice fishing shanties appeared on the ice soon after
the ice covered the bay at the south end of the pond near
the State Fish and Game Access Area. At most times
there were no more than seven shanties, and all were
tucked up close to the east shore. The ice in that area was
reported as six inches thick while some points near the
islands had about twelve inches. Late in December, a
track-drive All-Terrain Vehicle became lodged engine
and front wheels down, in a thin area of ice about halfway
across the bay from the Access Area. It was after dark,
close to zero degrees and extremely windy. Fortunately,
there were no injuries other than substantial repairs to the
ATV. The ice in the area was said to be three inches
deep, lending truth to the warning that “no ice is safe ice.”
Another successful year of the Ice Out Contest is in the
books. The Committee thanks all who worked to make
the contest possible again this year and all those who
purchased tickets waiting patiently for the block to fall
through the ice and usher in another spring and summer
on Joe’s Pond.
-Diane Rossi, MaryAnne Cassani, Michelle Walker,
Henretta Splain and Larry Rossi

As the new chair of the Membership and Sign Committee I want to
express my, and I know all members,
thanks to Ray Rouleau for his many
years of service in this role and to the
JPA. Ray did a tremendous job for
many years and passed to me a welldocumented and organized process.
This past year was a very busy year as we welcomed many new camp/homeowners to Joes Pond. I
enjoyed meeting many of these newcomers and
welcoming them to our unique organization and the
wonderful life we have here.
All the signs remain in good shape. I want to
thank Thierry Guerlain for his work in preparing the
new name slats for our signs. He does a great job. I
also want to thank all the Road Captains who house
the signs for the winter and place them each spring. I
look forward to another busy year.
-Peter Crosby

LVRT Update
In August 2020 the Vermont Legislature and Gov. Phil Scott acted to
complete the developing, 93 mile
LVRT with a capital bill to complete
the trail in three years.
The FY21 Budget has an allocation of $2.8 million which will be matched by $11.3 million in federal
funds to complete construction by the summer of
2022. The 93 mile trail will then connect Swanton to
St. Johnsbury and will be the longest rail trail in New
England. Currently, 33 miles of the trail are finished.
The trail is widely used by the Joe’s Pond Community
and many others and the JPA is delighted with the
Governor’s support of this trail.
-Ron Gauthier

JPA Buoy Report
Last season, the JPA buoys were placed out on the
lake, during the week of May 18th. It amazes me, that
the motion of waves wears
out chains and fasteners in
just a few short seasons. A
very large anchor rock I
placed at Sunken Island
during 2019, worked well
last summer. But the older
fastener on the barrel wore
through and winds sent the
unhooked red barrel down
the lake to Crosby's waterfront. I received a call as this
was happening and, some fine support on the water by
another pontoon boat (Thank You!), chasing the red
barrel down, before it could even find shore.
Continued, next page
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Marie and I managed to retrieve all the buoys, during
the week of Sept. 21st. We had such pleasant, mild fall
weather - it all seemed too early! Scrubbing the algae off
buoys is always a chore but, it needs be done in the fall.
Nice weather can make this slightly more tolerable;
Marie's help and company are very welcome, especially
for this unpleasant job.
As always, I look forward to another boating season
and being one of the first and last on the lake. Remember,
please don't moor your boat to JPA buoys. Feel free to
contact me if you discover a missing buoy or have other
concerns.
- Jamie Dimick

West Danville Book Release
West Danville, Vermont Then and Now, 1781-2020
is a compilation of historical information taken from
local newspaper archives, narratives from a variety of
reliable sources, and many wonderful images and photographs from the past and present. This was a massive project, and everyone involved has worked diligently to get the manuscript and images fine-tuned and
ready for publishing. Nobody thought it was going to
be easy, but none of us realized just how complicated
writing a book can get. The pandemic has slowed our
progress, but we are now finally able to see the light at
the end of the tunnel. Thank you for your patience and
understanding. We believe it will be worth the wait!
To help us determine the approximate number of
books to order, we are compiling a list of those who
want to reserve a copy/copies in advance. We estimate
the cost per book will be between $45 to $50; however,
right now, we do not want your money, only your contact information. Email your name and the number of
books you may want to book@danvillehistorical.org.
We hope to be able to safely celebrate the published
book with in-person gatherings by mid-summer. Watch
for details on the Danville Historical Society Facebook
page and website, and the JPA blog.
-West Danville History Book Committee

Property Transfers

Beaudet, Valerie sold 3376 Rte 2W to Chris & Kysa
Dessureau, 691 Baptist St., Williamstown, VT.
Berwick, Francis & Gracia sold 3310 Rte 2W to Lucky
& Jennifer Boardman, 1572 Chandler Rd., W Berlin, VT.
Biron, Gloria estate sold 47 Point Comfort Rd to Alex
Wood, 580 Falls Bridge Rd., Williamstown, VT.
Carbonneau, Randall & Andrea sold 1639 W Shore Rd
to Steve & Sarah Somerville, PO Box 515, Barre, VT.
Carpenter, Donald sold 124 Otis Dr to Patrick &
Shawna Foran, 1454 Chase Rd., Berlin, VT.
Drown, Nathan & Sally sold 1647 W Shore Rd to Stephen & Jackie LaLime, 491 Broad St., Portsmouth, NH.
Hamilton, Pam sold 178 Edgewood Ave to Kevin &
Kyle Johnson, PO Box 81, W Danville, VT.
Leigh, Gerald & Jacqueline sold 3300 Rte 2W to Dan
Hollenbeck & Jamie Racine, 4 Birch St, Burlington, MA.
Lewis, Rachel estate sold 298 Sandy Beach Rd to Brian
& Tracy Phillips, 2075 VT Rte 14S, E Montpelier, VT.
Pearl, Peggy sold 3 Joe’s Pond Pearl Island to Henry &
Allison Pearl, 476 Pearl Rd, Danville, VT.
Pelock, Scott & Geri sold 304 Sandy Beach Rd to Todd
& Cheryl Henshaw, 4700 Crayton Ct., Naples, FL.
Pitman, Cary & Kelli sold 114 Clubhouse Cir to Chris
and Lisa Hebert, 294 Swift St, S Burlington, VT.
Prevost, Jules sold a portion of 234 Rt 15 W to Ian &
Hannah Prevost, PO Box 183, W Danville, VT.
Prevost Trust sold the balance of 234 Rt 15 W to Garry
& Marion (Beattie) Cairns, 10 Lansing Dr, Salem, NH.
Tatro, Kenneth & Marie sold 37 Point Comfort Rd to
David Gorham, 7752 US Rte 5, Westminister, VT.

Reflections of a Covid Summer
The Covid numbers reported in late spring of 2020
looked bad and as summer progressed we all saw
ourselves as being good with precautions and staying
safe. I believe that there were as many definitions of
quarantining/staying safe as we have members. Vermont was fortunate that our summer Covid numbers
stayed very low compared to the rest of the nation.
Many families had to deal with the stress of compromising with their family members to stay safe. Within a
family there could be a strict quarantining member and
then a complete laissez-faire member not being as
strict. It was not an easy summer for family gatherings.
We all know of people who got the virus and even
know some people who died with it. We grieve for
those families. With all JPA gatherings cancelled, and
following the state guidelines, the community stayed
fairly safe. This is probably due to our demographics,
and those living on the pond and still working could
work remotely and/or isolate themselves at their place of
work.
What will the summer of 2021 bring? We do have the
vaccines. It will take time to get all of the willing
vaccinated. The UK variant is in our community and it is
good the current vaccines appear to be effective. The
April 2021 Covid numbers are rising in Caledonia
county, generally affecting the 20 to 40 year olds. The
Governor’s guidelines for gatherings state that by July 4
most of the JPA functions can occur if people are
vaccinated. Let’s hope the numbers come down. None
of us want another Covid summer!
-Jamie Stewart

Welcome New Neighbors!

If you have not already joined the Joe’s Pond Association, we hope you will do so. Dues are $40/yr. per
cottage.
We look forward to meeting each of you and urge
you to attend our meetings and events. See the Schedule of Events on page 2.
Joe’s Pond is a special place—a community with
solid values and lasting friendships that make wonderful memories through the years. We are happy you are
here and wish you a wonderful summer.
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Brown, Fred, 72 (640 West Shore Rd)
died on Nov. 18, 2020 at his home. Fred
was an integral part of the Joe’s Pond
Community. He was the creator and web
master of the Joe’s Pond Association website. Married to Jane Bolton for 37 years,
Fred was retired from the Social Security
Admin. in Montpelier. He is survived by
his wife Jane, stepsons Bill (Monika), Bob (Theresa),
and Jamie (Marie) Dimick, two step-grandchildren, and
a brother and sister. Fred will be sincerely missed by all
of the Joe’s Pond Community.

Palmer, Clara, 92, (225 Old Homestead
Rd) died on January 27, 2020. She was a
homemaker who loved gardening, decorating & antiquing. Family was always
very important as were her dogs and
granddogs. Clara grew up in Delaware
and married George Palmer in 1961. She
is survived by her son Todd (Susan), four grandchildren, a sister and nieces and nephews.
Sargent, Bob, 89, (3 Joe’s Pond Pearl
Island) died on May 14, 2020. Serving
as Pastor of churches throughout New
England, Bob was most recently pastor
at North Danville Baptist Church. Bob
thoroughly enjoyed all of his parishioners and the activities of the community. He was a proud marine and while
serving in Vietnam, worked to establish an orphanage.
He is survived by Liz (Pearl), four children, eight grandchildren and ten great grandchildren.

Cobb, Lee, 75, (98 Narrows Dr) died on
Christmas Day, 2020. He was a proud
member of the 2nd Battalion 9th Marines
and revered by the business community
in his field of economic development. He
and his dog, Gunnar, enjoyed their daily
walk to Hastings Store for a shared muffin
and conversations with friends. He is survived by his wife Karen (Gruggel), two children, three
grandchildren, and in-laws, Stuart and Jeannie
Grugel. Lee will be missed by his many friends at Joe’s
Pond.

Turner, Judith Ann, 79, (3182 Rte
2W) died on December 29, 2020. Born
in Oregon, Judy married Joe Turner in
1961 and moved to Vermont in
1980. Judy and Joe owned and operated
Point Comfort. First and foremost a
homemaker, Judy loved boating, camping and traveling (glamping) Judy and
Joe visited every state in the US. Survivors include her
husband, Joe, of 59 years, two children; Dana (Angie)
of West Danville, and Heidi (David) of Long Beach,
Cal., two grandchildren, and a brother and sister.

Jones, Harold “Don”, 75, (86 Clubhouse
Cir) died on December 7, 2020 in Delaware. As a dentist for almost 50 years he
cared deeply for his patients. Don’s favorite pastime was being with his family.
Joe’s Pond was a beloved spot for him and
his family. Don is survived by his wife
Helen, his children; Kelli (Cary) Pitman,
Christopher, Joshua, and Ashley Raybould, five grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews.

Beck, Norman, 93, father of Lynn Beck Zider (182 Edgewood Dr) died on Oct. 13, 2020 in Barre.
Day, Basil, 86, father of Leslie Craig (1449 West Shore Rd) died March 27, 2021 in Barre.
Dolan, Andy, 46, son of Frank Dolan (86 Narrows Dr) and nephew to Dee Palmer (100 Clubhouse Cir) died on Dec.
27, 2020 in Edwards, Colorado.
Gauthier, Florence, 92, sister-in-law to Ron Gauthier (264 Laperle Lane) died December 1, 2020 in St. Johnsbury.
Garey, John, 81, former camp owner (124 Otis Dr) died on May 11, 2020 in St. Johnsbury.
Magoon, Sheila,74, sister to Doug Hood (8 Otis Dr) and Pamela Lewis (8 Otis Dr) died on Aug. 24, 2020 in Barre.
Rossi, Nelda 95, mother to Lauren Van Deran (64 Otis Dr) and Larry Rossi (50 Otis Dr) on Oct. 26, 2020 in Barre.
Reed, Virginia “Gini”, 96, former camp owner and mother of Elizabeth (Beth) Wechsler (159 Barre Ave) died
March 23, 2021 in St. Johnsbury.
Rouleau, Bert, 87, brother to Ray Rouleau (1483 West Shore Rd), brother-in-law to Marlynn Rouleau (1299 West
Shore Rd) and uncle to Brad Rouleau (196 Sandy Beach Rd) on Dec. 7, 2020 in Florida.
Snead, Ruth, 76, sister to Nancy Hamilton ( 669 Channel Dr) passed away on Oct 18, 2020 in South Carolina.
Turner, Bill, 86, father of Lori Grenier (20 Cove Rd) died March 1, 2021 in Winter Haven, Florida.
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JPA Activities
The summer of 2020 will be remembered as a very
different summer due to the pandemic. With many of
Pollen
the JPA social activities and all meetings cancelled, the
Joe's Pond sailors were fortunate to be able to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the Caledonian Cup. Our 50th
season of sailing started with a workshop led by Lee Erdmann, Jack LaGue and Jay Chatot on June 27th
which was very well attended. The workshop was held at the pavilion with a Sunfish boat available to the
participants to learn about the boat and the basics of sailing and racing.
After a couple of the races had to be rescheduled due to weather, all three races did occur with the final race on Labor Day weekend. Prior to the start of this final race, one of the sailboats was hit by a pontoon boat which put a hole in
the sailboat. The sailor did not realize the extent of the damage at the time and during the first leg of the race, the boat
took on enough water to take him out of contention. This accident
should be a reminder that vessels not involved with the race
should remain away from the race course prior to the start
throughout its completion.
An interesting tid-bit of information was an occasional visitor
to the pond, Paul-Jon Patin, along with his two sons, signed up to
participate in the final race. Although short of a boat, I was able to
find an old boat. Despite being in rough shape and due to neglect,
it was water logged and probably weighed an extra 50 pounds,
Paul-Jon was able to cross the finish line first. Paul-Jon I should
Pollen
add, is a world champion sailor in the Sunfish Class and regularly
competes at world class sailing events. Another reminder that it’s
the skill of the sailor that create results not the boat. Mark and Rosie Smith continued the tradition of hosting the post-race celebration and presentation of awards.
The winner of the 2020 season for the Single Division was
Jack LaGue and the Double Division winners were Lee Erdmann
with Ava McCann and Matt Nichols. Each winner of the Single
and Double Division received a trophy along with their names being engraved on the Caledonian Cup. As this summer was a milestone celebrating 50 years of sailing on Joe's Pond, our very first
Commodore, Ned Hamilton was in attendance to enhance the celebration.
One new social event that the JPA sponsored this summer was
having the band "Raized on Radio" play on August 15th from 6 - 9
pm on Richard and Carmen Gagne's lawn. Campers were able to
enjoy the music from their boats and even from the comfort of
their camps. We learned that pontoon boats can make an excellent
dance floor!
-Susan Bouchard
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Charles D. Brainerd Library

History of JPA Tennis Courts

The smallest library in
Vermont will reopen for
its fifth season starting
Memorial Day until Columbus Day. Even with
COVID and thanks to our
many volunteers, last
summer we were open
Monday, Wednesday and
Fridays from 2:00 pm to
4:00 pm. Our volunteers remained outside while patrons
wearing masks were able to browse our collection. There
were inclement days when our volunteers stayed in their
cars rather than turn away patrons. Now that is dedication. Thank you!! Patrons not only came by car but on
bicycles, walking and even by boat.
We want to especially thank Jack Beauparlant, owner
of Cuttin' It Close Landscaping for donating soil and
mulch for new perennial garden behind the library.
We always welcome donations of current reading materials as well as new volunteers. We anticipate another
great summer and thank you all for your support.
-Pam Hebert

In the Covid-19 summer of 2020, the JPA Board
decided that the two tennis courts needed resurfacing
along with extensive repairs. With the advent of pickleball, there was a need for this repair. A review of the
JPA minutes through the years revealed many discussions surrounding the use of the courts and the need for
repairs. Many of the camp owners mentioned in the
minutes from 1940 still have family on the pond today.
1940’s - The decision was made in 1940 to build 2
tennis courts at a cost of $385 ($7,100 today). The
committee members included Wendolyn Beck, Wesley
Calderwood, and Doug Wood. In 1942, some families
were asked to pay $5 ($80 today) as their family members were the heavy users of the courts. These families
included the Friberg, Woods, Hovey, Cramton, W Beck,
F. E. Farmer, Willey, and H. G. Smith families. In 1949
George Milne was asked to take charge of the courts and
determine what needed to be done to fix them.
1950’s - The meeting minutes record lots of discussion about fixing the courts. In 1952, $118 ($1,159) was
paid for repairs which also included new nets and a new
sign. In 1958 the minutes stated that resurfacing the
courts would cost $1.90 per square yard, a total of $395
($3,525). There is no mention in the minutes if this cost
was ever incurred. In 1955 Leo Buttura was appointed
to see what could be done for the courts.
1960’s – Again, there was a lot of discussion about
the courts, with new signs needed, and repairs. A
motion was made to build a baseball field in its place
and remove the courts. It was voted to keep the courts
plus build a baseball diamond. For this decade, the repair
costs included new nets, surface, posts cable and fencing
which came to a total of $775 ($2,980). The campers
involved were Charlie Perotti, Roger Cramton, W. Beck,
E. J. Rulfo, Ben Harris, and Leo Buttura.
1970’s – There was more discussion about the
deplorable condition of the courts, and $425 ($3,016)
was spent in 1970. It was decided a committee be
formed to redo the entire courts. By 1974, the committee was formed which included Joe Calcagni, Ned
Hamilton, John LaGue, Dick Corley, and Fred Silloway.
The minutes do not report what was accomplished. In
1975 Marjorie Jacobs and Elsie Fitts formed their own
playground/tennis court committee. Marjorie Jacobs
stated in 1975 that it would cost $13,000 ($59,510) to fix
the courts. By August that year they had raised $3,385
but more money was needed and the JPA procured a
loan not to exceed $8,000. The courts were finished in
1977. This effort proved that if you want to get something done, get women in charge.
1980’s – The meeting minutes indicated tennis was
very popular and there were complaints it was difficult
to get playing time due to too many tennis lessons being
given. Damage from a pogo stick was repaired for $860
($2,000).
1990’s – The courts were resurfaced in 1996 for
$1.950 ($3,240).
Continued, next page

Cyanobacteria Still a Problem
for Joe’s Pond
For the past two years, Joe’s Pond Association has
participated in the Vermont Health’s Department Cyanobacteria Tracker Program. Three sites on the Pond are
observed by volunteers on a weekly basis from June to
mid-September for any signs of cyanobacteria (commonly
known as blue-green algae).
With dense development along the shoreline, the
resulting “nutrient-rich” water makes an excellent environment for cyanobacteria. The 2020 season was typical
of the past three or four years vis-s-vis cyanobacteria
blooms. We had minor blooms sporadically from July
through September in a couple coves on the Pond. These
blooms were not extensive and dissipated quickly, however, the frequency of blooms grew last year. Reducing
nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrogen from entering
the water will help minimize the number and severity of
cyanobacteria blooms.
How you can help keep our Pond water safe:
1.Maintain your septic system.
2.Do not use fertilizers on your lawn.
3.Maintain upland trees to reduce runoff.
4.Keep natural vegetation along the shoreline.
5.Do not culvert/ditch to direct water toward the Pond,
rather use raingardens or detention areas to collect
water and slow runoff to the Pond.
For more information refer to JPA website or contact
me at 802-343-2132.

-Dorothea Penar
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2000 to 2020 – Again, there was discussion about
the need for repairs to the courts, and from 2005 to
2019 a total of $25,262 was spent for resurfacing, new
nets/posts, repairing cracks, resurfacing and restriping. Most of these repairs occurred from 2011 to 2016.
Members involved in 2017 were Tom Segale, Thierry
Guerlain, Julie Hendrickson, Joe Hebert, and Dorothy
Penar. In 2020 the JPA Board decided to spend
$33,000 for repairs which involves sealing the cracks, a
totally new surface and restriping. Funds raised during
2018 through 2020 from pickleball tournaments was
$13,412, and member donations totaled $1,430. Work
will be done in the spring of 2021.

As a result, we re-doubled our efforts to recruit additional pickleball players, knowing that the more people
using the courts, the less likely that the courts would be
abandoned. The turning point was the 2017 JPA Italian Dinner. Julie and I printed little flyers, “Come Learn
how to Play Pickleball,” and handed them out left and
right to everyone at the dinner. Within a few weeks we
were inundated with new players. We taught pickleball to
anyone who showed the slightest interest; it was a busy
summer! Soon the one court striped for pickleball court
was always occupied, so the overflow crowd started to
play on the other, un-striped (tennis only) court.
At that summer’s JPA general meeting, with pickleball usage increasing by the week, everyone soon realized
that the courts were NOT going anywhere. In short order
the JPA agreed to purchase new, adjustable net posts
(much safer!), new tennis nets, and to have the second
court striped for pickleball.
The first-ever Joe's Pond Pickleball tournament took
place August 2017 (which Julie and I won!). The tournament included the start of a sustained fund-raising effort to
further improve the courts. Huge Kudos and thanks to
Tom Segale for taking the lead in organizing that first
and all subsequent tournaments, and for pushing our successful fund-raising forward, year by year.
Summer of 2018 continued with many new pickleball
players of every level: newbies, intermediate and advanced, with everyone having a lot of FUN! (The primary
purpose of pickleball :-) Another fundraising tournament
was held August 2018, with the winner’s Grand Prize being (of course) a jar of pickles. (The primary tournament complaint was the pickles were from
Maine.) Other than that, another successful summer of
play and our fundraising
tournament collected $2,200.
Summer of 2019 saw
further improvements and
changes to the courts. Without getting too deep into the
specifics, there is a clever
method of re-striping a single
tennis court such that you
have either ONE tennis court

Four Summers of Pickleball
At Joe’s Pond
In early 2017 my wife, Julie Hendrickson and I
learned how to play pickleball in Montpelier, so we
were anxious to continue playing pickleball at Joe's
Pond that summer, knowing that the association had
two tennis courts. We didn’t know much about
the JPA courts, so after opening our camp for the season, we cycled over to the Pavilion and found that one
court had previously been striped for pickleball, but not
the other court. We also found ancient green net posts
holding up two well-worn tennis nets. We could use the
nets for pickleball, if we could lower them slightly, to
pickleball height.
The tennis net posts were ancient and, if not opened
and closed in exactly a certain way, had the ability to
instantly break your hand, if not your jaw. Dangerous!
So instead of adjusting net height at the posts, we used
jugs filled with water to pull the nets lower, as required.
It seemed no one was actually playing pickleball
at Joe's Pond so Julie and I slowly, systematically, started recruiting and teaching friends and neighbors how to
play, so that we’d have opponents! In so doing
we heard a rumor that the JPA was considering abandoning and possibly removing the tennis courts, as they
were so rarely used. Horrors! Was our new-found pickleball court about to disappear?
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or TWO pickleball courts (one on either side of the tennis net). In a stroke, so to speak, Joe’s Pond suddenly
went from two pickleball courts to FOUR pickleball
courts, while retaining the two tennis courts. Each of
the four newly created pickleball courts uses a temporary, portable pickleball net, not the fixed tennis
nets. This re-striping of the courts was fantastic, and
timely, as pickleball usage at Joe’s Pond continues to
grow, year on year. It’s not at all unusual to see all four
courts simultaneously in use.
Summer of 2020, with the Governor’s Covid safety guidelines stating outdoor tennis was permissible, our
four pickleball courts were busy all summer. The annual
August Pickleball tournament was held and supporters
again stepped up, donating funds to maintain the courts.
Over $9,000 was raised, and we are grateful that the JPA Board chose to support our four-year
efforts with extensive court repairs and improvements
scheduled for this year (2021).
If you’re not yet playing pickleball at but want to
learn, simply come to the courts any weekend morning
and introduce yourself. There is play at all levels and a
friendly group with extra paddles ready to introduce you
to the sport. My tournament-winning days are over :-)
but I’d be pleased to teach you how to play.
Thank You to everyone who has helped make pickleball at Joe’s Pond such a success...
-Thierry Guerlain, with Julie Hendrickson
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