
Joe’s Pond Association Meeting 

July 5, 2025 

 

President Joe Hebert opened the meeting at 10:03 am with approximately 100 people attending.  

Joe asked if there were any new members attending.  There were none. 

Board Actions: Wake Sports - The State is proposing new regulations of wake sports.  The gist 

is that the minimum acreage would change from 50 acres to 100 acres, there needs to be a 3000-

foot run, and shape normalization (to avoid doglegs).  The requirement to stay 500 feet from 

shore and at a minimum depth of 20 feet of water still holds.  If this passes; then wake sports on 

Joe’s Pond will be prohibited.  There are public hearings on 7/30 and 7/31 and see the ANR 

website for details. 

ByLaw Recommendations: Article VII, Section 4 states that the treasurer will keep the JPA 

funds in a bank.  This is an outdated language, and the Board will be recommending updating the 

language for a vote at the August 30, 2025 meeting.  The proposed Bylaw change would read: “It 

is the duty of the Treasurer and President to decide on the associations bank and brokerage 

accounts.  Association Funds shall be invested only in accounts insured by the FDIC or in 

securities issued or guaranteed by the US Government” Article V - Fees, Section 1.  The board 

recommends the wording be changed to: “The membership fee shall be set by the Board of 

Directors and ratified by a majority vote of the members.  

 Fund Raising -The Board is recommending that any income from dinner events go into the 

general fund and not be earmarked for any specific causes.  Fireworks - The Board is 

recommending that we pause (suspend) any fireworks in the future given the milfoil expenses we 

are incurring.  There will be a vote by the membership in the August 30, 2025 meeting.  Ice Out 

proceeds go into the General Fund as voted on last year. 

Remembrances: Richard Gagne stated a list of members we have lost in the past year.  They are  

Alba Rossi, Mary Ellen Stover, Dick Larrabee, Paul Patin, Ken Mason, Laura Cote (Hamilton), 

Linda Lane (Magoon). 

Secretary’s Report -Jamie Stewart gave a condensed version of the May 25 Spring Meeting. He 

encouraged everyone to go to the JPA website for full details. The minutes were accepted by a 

voice vote. 

Treasurer’s Report - Jack LaGue went over the financial report.  See back of the agenda.  Jack 

commented that the Milfoil Grant we received has already been spent. The treasurer’s report was 

accepted by a voice vote. 

Nominating Committee - Jane Segale spoke for the committee and thanked her fellow members 

(Paige Crosby and Dave Kidney) and recommended Jeremy Grenier for the open position of JPA 



Activities Director that Sue Bouchard is vacating after 10 years of service.  A motion was made 

and seconded to elect Joe Hebert, Pres, Richard Gagne, Vice Pres, Jack LaGue, Treasurer, Jamie 

Stewart, Secretary, Jeremy Gagne, Activities Director, Peter Crosby, Membership, Larry Rossi, 

Maintenance, Barry Cahoon, Water Quality/Milfoil.  The motion passed by voice vote. 

Cyanobacteria - Dorothea Penar spoke of the one minor bloom we had in the cove near the 

narrows.  If anyone sees anything unusual in the water to call her or Pam Hebert.  Rain runoff 

into the pond is the cause of cyanobacteria blooms.  She talked about the Lake Wise assessment 

program of the State of Vermont and recommended anyone to contact her to learn about it.  She 

and Paul have a portion of their property designed to intercept run-off into the lake.  Blooms can 

happen in the Fall with cold weather also and please keep your children and dogs out of the 

water when a bloom is evident.  Not all blooms are toxic but one cannot tell the difference 

without specialized testing. 

Events: Sue Bouchard gave her last update on the events.  She asked that people go to the JPA 

website to see the calendar dates and information. Nancy Buttura coordinated the ‘Kick off 

Summer’ with the band.  It was a cold rainy night, but a good time was had by all.  The Ham and 

Mac/cheese dinner was a success thanks to Paige and Peter Crosby, Marion and Garry Cairns.  

The Italian dinner is coordinated by Jeremy and Laurie Grenier and please sign up today.  The 

Pig Roast is coordinated by Michelle Parker, and she has tickets. Sue mentioned the Pickleball 

tournament is in the 2nd week of August and see Tom Segale.  On August 23 is the Cocktail 

party coordinated by Nancy Buttura and Sue Yesalonia.  The Cocktail party is by donations only 

and there will be no band.  Also held during the summer are ongoing Yoga sessions, Pitch 

games, Mahjong, and Sunfish races.  Sue mentioned that the Mahjong group are donating their 

winnings to the milfoil fund.  Sue also said a new event is being planned.  It will be on August 

18 and will be a “Paint and Sip’ event.  It will cost $50, and the theme will be a painting of Joe’s 

Pond.  Jane Brown is now making earrings, and they will be on sale at this event along with 

some Jules Chatot prints.  In closing, Sue said that it was a pleasure to be on the Board and 

thanked everyone for their support.  A round of applause was given to her by the membership 

and President Joe Hebert gave a gift of appreciation. 

Wake Sports - This past winter 10 to 12 lakes petitioned the State to ban wakesports.  All the 

petitions were denied but it forced the State to rethink their position regarding small lakes.  Dave 

Kidney submitted the 30+ page petition.  A round of applause was given. See Board Actions. 

Memberships - Peter Crosby welcomed the new members - Scott & Cathay Frey, Nicole Frey & 

Matthew Yu. Peter & Eileen Handy, Donna Lindsey & Ian Denning, Tom & Tricia MacLeod, 

Richard & Carol Lyon.  Peter said all the signs and names had been updated. 

 



Maintenance - Larry Rossi said not a lot of work has been needed on the pavilion.  There will be 

a new storage shed for the milfoil supplies.  Joe Hebert pointed out the trailer outside with the 

lumber and said he was glad directions were supplied to build it. 

 

Water Quality - Barry Cahoon gave a PowerPoint presentation of the milfoil situation.  It was 

informative and descriptive.  We are on target to treat the milfoil with an herbicide on August 13 

if the State gives final permission. 

Barry said the infestation we have is about 4 years old and got a head’s start on us.  Milfoil 

thrives in the littoral zone (shallow water -less than 10 feet deep).  The Eurasian Water Milfoil 

management committee (EWMMC) worked hard this past winter and Spring to get organized 

and try to eradicate this weed.  Barry felt that the strength and dedication of the Joe’s Pond 

Association is tremendous.  We have the social cohesiveness of our Association.  We also need 

to expand our horizon and build on our community to get better at combating the milfoil 

infestation.  We all need to modify our boating behavior.  Milfoil can spread by seed, by 

fragmentation, and by rhizomes.  Any plant fragmented by a motor prop or even an inboard 

engine induced turbulence will drift away, sink, and take root anywhere in the littoral zone.  

Barry asked the members to see the pails and buckets of milfoil in the back.  Look at the 6-foot 

strand laid out on the table.  It has 18 stalks on it.  This is not a dandelion weed.  It is a prolific 

grower and crowds out all other vegetation. 33% of the acreage of Joe’s Pond is a littoral zone.  

This means that every fragment floating about has a 30% chance of sinking into the muck and 

then sprouting forth.  If the plant goes to seed, then thousands of seeds will drop and create new 

growth. 

Member Questions:  

Ann Powers asked about the day of ProcellaCOR herbicide treatment and what notification will 

be given.  Barry said we must give 30 days' notice.  If we are allowed to treat - the treatment will 

be August 13 at noon.  The State recommends that no boating or swimming occur for 24 hours 

following treatment following treatment despite the absence of any evidence that any human 

health hazard is associated with ProcellaCOR when applied within prescribed and regulated 

limits. 

    In ideal conditions the effectiveness is 100%.  Members will be able to publicly comment to 

the state and go see how to do this on the JPA website.  Gretchen Farnsworth asked all boats and 

jet skis to stay away from the areas of EWM concentration.  Floating signs are located along 

Meadow Lane, Sandy Beach Road and Channel drive for boats to stay away.  This will be the 

treatment zone.  Elaine Rossi asked how Shadow Lake got rid of the milfoil.  Barry said that the 

lake is very small, and the littoral zone is only 10 feet wide, and the nutrient level is very low.   

They were able to hand pull all of the plants to keep them from growing.  Shadow lake also has a 

very strong boater greeter program and washes the boats with 140-degree water prior to them 



coming into the lake.   Shadow Lake greeters are across the street from the lake and all boats 

must park there to gain access to the lake.  Thus, they set up a wash system that can contain the 

wash water.  Joe’s Pond boating access has no power and no land to set this up.  The Joe’s Pond 

access area cannot be closed off during treatment.  Barry gave an example that Lake Eden is 

treating their lake in July with ProcelloCOR (PC). Barry said based on experience of other VT 

lakes that have been treated with ProcellaCOR that if the treatment goes as planned, it can 

effectively eliminate EWM within the treatment zone for up to we may have no milfoil for 3 

years. The results should be known within about 2 weeks after treatment.  It is hoped that the 

herbicide treatment will enable us to manage the infestation non-chemically for the foreseeable 

future. 

Barry warned during the public comment period that any outside group can oppose this herbicide 

treatment.  This is what happened to Lake Bomoseen and Lake St. Catherine.  He urged 

everyone to get on the ANR website (see JPA website/Milfoil) and state you are a lakeside 

property owner and support this application. 

Paul Penar asked why there are so many dead fish floating around.  Joe Hebert said he would 

inquire with Fish & Game. The herbicide has had no effect on the fish population in any other 

lake. 

Diane Sherwood gave a plug for the community church lunch today from 11 to 1.   

Patty Nichols begged boat owners to stop running so close to shore and her raft. 

Larry Rossi made a motion to adjourn. It was seconded and passed by voice vote at 11:30 am. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Jamie Stewart 

Secretary 

 

 


