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Hiking Equipment  Kayaks  Canoes 

Work Clothing  Boots  Women’s Clothing 

Sportswear  Ammunition 

Accessories 

 
 

CAPLAN’S ARMY STORE 
Since 1922 

 

Headquarters for your favorite brand names. 

High quality, durable work clothing by CARHARTT 

MERRELL footwear for the active family. 
 

Styles for all seasons, every need.   

Hiking, hunting, running, work, water sports, weekends. 

Enjoy Vermont—Dress for Comfort. 

 
                                                                       

 457 Railroad Street 
St. Johnsbury, VT. 05819 

 

David B. Caplan, Proprietor 

(802) 748-3236 

Spring 2007 
 

 
pring is officially here at Joe’s Pond with the 
awarding of the winner of the “Great Ice-Out 
Guessing Game” prize. Dave Parker and crew 

did another outstanding job this year and shattered all 
previous records for sales. Congratulations Dave! Also, 
Dave, Homer Fitts and Don Walker conducted many 
press interviews and received headlines across the 
country. Not to be forgotten are Jane Brown and Diane 
Rossi who facilitated many of these interviews, stocked 
ticket outlets and so much more! What a team! Thanks 
for going the extra mile! Please see Dave’s report on 
page six.  

You will notice that with this newsletter is an 
envelope that can be mailed back to the Association 
with a check for your dues and fireworks contribution. 
This is new this year and we hope many of you will 
take advantage of this easy way to continue your mem-
bership. Also, for your convenience is a calendar of 
known events for the year. Tickets will be available 
from Hastings Store, Diamond Hill Store or the chair-
person(s) for most of the events. Both stores and the 
Pavilion will have a posting of the events and chairper-
son(s) by the May Meeting, and the events are listed on 
www.joespond.org. 

We have several projects planned for this year, 
the completion of the Pavilion modifications, changes 
to the JPA dock area, water runoff filtering, milfoil 
shelter and full pond survey. As many of you know, the 
Pavilion is being expanded to the front which will pro-
vide better use of the floor space for all events. This 
project began in the fall with the clearing of the land in 
front of the Pavilion and the laying of asphalt for the 
floor surface. Larry Rossi has taken on this project and 
Ray Richer and he will complete it this spring. Please 
contact either Larry or Ray if you want to help with this 
project. 
 The JPA dock area has suffered from years of 
erosion from flooding and now, with settlement money 
from Green Mountain Power, we are in a position to 
improve the shoreline and abate water runoff to the 
pond. This will be on the agenda for the Spring Meet-
ing. While on the subject of abating runoff water to the 
pond, Ray Richer has applied for a grant from the State 
of Vermont to fund re-design of some of the runoff lo-
cations on the West side of the pond. These sites would 
be improved to filter the runoff water eliminating silt 
deposition in the pond. Thanks Ray. See Ray’s report 
on “Better Back Roads Program” page nine. 

 

This year in the milfoil prevention area, we will pro-
vide a temporary shelter for the watchers at the Fishing access. 
Pam Hebert applied for, and we have received, a special license 
from the State of Vermont to place this shelter on State land at 
the Access. Thank you, Pam! Also, Pam will schedule an un-
derwater survey of Joe’s Pond, similar to the one performed a 
couple of years ago, to detect any Eurasian watermilfoil. Early 
detection is part of the prevention scheme to protect our pond 
from invasive plants. 
  In the Fall Newsletter I mentioned that creating a JPA 
logo might be a great contest for members and their families. I 
have received a couple of positive responses by E-Mail and will 
discuss this at the Spring Meeting.  
 I have received requests from several Pavilion renters 
seeking the names of young adults, or members for that matter, 
who would help in setting up the Pavilion. Anyone interested 
should contact me and I will put you in touch with the renters. 
 Sue Bouchard will have cookbooks available for the 
Spring Meeting. Thank you, Sue and Committee! A great activ-
ity, done well and with outstanding success. 

You know, someone once said that “Success is the 

quality of the journey, not the destination.”  We, as an Asso-
ciation, are indeed blessed to have so many volunteers that be-
lieve in doing the event, project, activity or job correctly and 
with quality. All the events such as Association Meetings, 
Baked Bean Supper, Italian Dinner, Summer Party, Pig Roast, 
Fireworks and Members’ Dinner, projects such as the cook-
books, newsletter, Pavilion modifications, tennis courts, and 
road signs, activities such as the ice-out guessing game, milfoil 
prevention, water quality protection, and welcoming new mem-
bers, are indicative of the caliber of the member volunteers and 
their vision to make this Association successful and the best it 
can be. Thanks to all of you and, if traveling, have a safe trip 
back. See you May 25th at the Board Meeting or at the Spring 
Meeting May 26th. Both meetings are at the Pavilion and open 

to all.                                        Tom Dente, President. 
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hile you might think not 
much is going on during the 
winter here at Joe’s Pond, 

we’ve managed to keep pretty 
busy trying to keep in touch with 
as many of you as possible.  

 Those of you who have computers know that 
Fred updated our web site during the winter, 
(www.joespond.org), hoping to make it more user-
friendly.    He likes to experiment with new, interest-
ing features we hope you find appealing, like putting 
the “Dave & Don Ice-Out Contest Show” that Dave 
Parker and Don Walker did on WSTJ in St. Johns-
bury with local talk-show personality, Linda Mullal-
lay on the web site for you to hear.  Fred recorded it 
and now you can hear it by going to home page and 
clicking on the green “ribbon.”   
 We were also able to bring you a short audio/
video of the piece WCAX-TV did on our Ice-Out 
Contest, but the television station kept that available 
for only a short time, and now we have only the text 
of that story available.  We’ve experimented with an 
Ice-Out Contest slide show, and hope to do more 
slide shows with other themes. You’ll find new links 
for places to stay, real estate brokers, along with 
other sites, and you’ll want to look at the new Hast-
ing’s Store site and the beautiful Gallery on Loon’s 
Cove site.  Dave Covell’s www.joespond.com site 
has ice-out pictures and lots of information, too.   
 The Joe’s Pond Association Ice-Out Contest 
got national recognition this year when John Curran, 
an Associated Press reporter based in Montpelier did 
a story on the contest that was picked up all across 
the nation and published on Saturday, March 31.  I 
could pretty much track the story across the country 
by the e-mails I began to receive from JPA members 
excited when they opened their local newspaper and 
found familiar pictures before them.  I had messages 
from Maine to Florida, starting at about 10 o’clock 
that morning.  Then I began to get messages from 
people in the middle of the country, Illinois, Arkan-
sas, Texas, Idaho, and finally California and Wash-
ington.  (Interestingly, in the article, the web site ad-
dress was Dave Covell’s, but since Dave has a promi-
nent link to us, folks found us in a hurry.) Some came 
from I don’t know where. I averaged an e-mail every 
10 minutes that Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
from friends, relatives and from strangers who’d read 
the article and wanted tickets. Some of them sent a 
list of dates and times, and I sent off messages letting 
them know about our deadline and promised to send 
the tickets if they got their money in the mail on time. 
 
 

I began to doubt my judgment when I realized how many 
tickets I would need to fill out if everyone got their picks and 
money in the mail before the deadline.  It turned out I sold 
about 100 tickets that day by e-mail, and there were several 
others who couldn’t make the deadline but asked to be alerted 
as soon as tickets for the 2008 contest are available.  I could-
n’t believe how enthusiastic these people were.  One man 
even sent me specific instructions on how we should set up 
our contest to sell tickets on-line – I think he was a little 
miffed he couldn’t make the deadline to buy tickets this year.  
You can believe I have a bunch of e-mail addresses in my 
“Ice-Out Contest” address book. 
 Early in the fall I had a message from someone on 
the west coast who claimed he wanted to make a documen-
tary about the Ice-Out Contest.  I responded that he should let 
us know what he needed from us, but, I never heard from him 
again.  I also haven’t heard back from the Good Morning 
America Show – they asked for background information, 
which I sent. Perhaps next year. 
 I’ve appreciated all the e-mails commenting on the 
web site and the “Local News Blog.”  It’s very nice to be able 
to stay in touch with so many of you throughout the winter.  
I’ve gained some good solid Joe’s Pond historical informa-
tion, received some great pictures and stories, and passed 
them on via the blog whenever I could.   I hope you’ll let us 
know how we can better serve you, individually or as part of 
the Joe’s Pond Association.  We like new ideas and will try 
just about anything. 
 Let us know how you like having a ready-to-mail 
envelope included in your newsletter so you can send in your 
dues more easily.  This is something we’ve talked about be-
fore, but this year Evelyn and I put our heads together and did 
something about it.  We hope it works for you. 

         Jane Brown, Secretary 

Jane and Garey LarrabeeJane and Garey LarrabeeJane and Garey LarrabeeJane and Garey Larrabee, announce the 

upcoming wedding of their daughter, 

Jenny Larrabee to James Rafuse, on May 

19, 2007.  Jenny is a nursing student at 

Norwich University and works part time at 

Mary Fletcher Hospital in Burling-

ton.  James is employed with the Napoli 

Group, which manages a number of 

McDonald franchises in New Hampshire 

and Vermont.  Garey says it is his hope 

you will still see Jenny working once in a 

while at Hastings Store.  We at JPA offer 

to Jenny and James our sincere wishes for 

a long and happy life together. 
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y daughter, Deanna, married Scott Ziminski on June 
24, 2006 in Haverhill Massachusetts.  Deanna is a 5th 
grade teacher at Bradford, MA Elementary School, 
and Scott is a nine year veteran of the Haverhill  

(MA) Police Department.  The reception was at the Tewks-
bury Country Club, which is the town that Susan and I live in 
during the 'off' season.  My three children are from my first 
marriage and they are all in the photo, starting from left, my 
oldest son Scott, holding his two month old son Cade, my 
daugher-in-law Jessie, who was a bridesmaid, the bride and 
groom,  then Susan, me and youngest son Timothy (TJ).    
 Mother nature threatened rain the whole day but it 
never happened.  The sky turned purple/pink at sunset.  The 
photographer said the clouds made for better pictures, allevi-
ating the shadows from a bright sun. Deanna and Scott  spent 
their honeymoon in Aruba. 
  The family enjoys spending time at Joe’s Pond  dur-
ing the summer— they all love the place.  My son, Scott, 
couldn't wait to bring  his son, Cade, up for his first boat ride 
in September.  TJ and his buddies usually come up in August 
for a weekend retreat, and my new son-in-law, Scott, was ini-
tiated into the fold this past summer. 
 Butch and Sue Bouchard,  

             Sandy Beach Rd. 

  

Romance On 

Joe’s Pond 
etty Hall and my Dad, Fred Pirie, met each 
other while growing up at Joe’s Pond where 
both their families had camps over 60 years 

ago. They lost touch with each other after World War 
II, and both went on to marriages and families. Who 
knew that 50 years later they would be reunited back 
at Joe’s Pond?   But that's what happened. Betty and 
her daughter came to Joe’s Pond one weekend and 
stopped in the bay by our cottage to ask me if Fred 
Pirie still owned the place. Later that day my dad 
came up for lunch and I told him about the lady ask-
ing about him. He tried to find her by going to the 
camp her family used to own, but no luck. It was 
only when we saw her daughter go through the chan-
nel in their boat that we were able to track her down. 
My son, who was about 10 years old then, ran out to 
stop her and since I couldn't remember her name, he 
just yelled out, "Hey Lady, my mother wants to talk 
to you!"          
 Cherie, Betty’s daughter, explained that her 
Mom was waiting for her at the boat launch, and with 
that, my father was gone like a flash.  The rest is his-
tory. They were married and were able to spend al-
most 10 years together.     
 Betty grew up in the Danville area. She held 
the record for catching the largest lake trout out of 
Joe’s Pond, and her father held the second place re-
cord.  –Patty Pirie Coffrin 
Editorial note:  Fred Pirie died on July 10, 2005;  
Betty (Hall) Hooper-Pirie died February 8, 2007. 

Grills  
Available! 
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              30th Anniversary Vt. Loon Recovery Program!              30th Anniversary Vt. Loon Recovery Program!              30th Anniversary Vt. Loon Recovery Program!              30th Anniversary Vt. Loon Recovery Program!    

  ~~Potluck Picnic~ 4:30 Raptor Encounter~~ 
          Sat. July 28th           Sat. July 28th           Sat. July 28th           Sat. July 28th ~ 4:00 pm. to 8:00 pm. 

 

Loon talk~~ sharing stories~~ Multi-media show on loons~~ Silent Auction~~ Raffles 

Special Guests~~~ VINS Raptors and Owl (with educator)~~ Everyone welcome! 
The Gallery at Loon Cove  The Gallery at Loon Cove  The Gallery at Loon Cove  The Gallery at Loon Cove  (at the Richer’s on Sandy Beach Road… )  bring a dish and have some fun!!(at the Richer’s on Sandy Beach Road… )  bring a dish and have some fun!!(at the Richer’s on Sandy Beach Road… )  bring a dish and have some fun!!(at the Richer’s on Sandy Beach Road… )  bring a dish and have some fun!!    

Jill & Jack Dowd’s son Jon, of Sandy Beach 

Rd., will be married July 7th on the ‘Big Island’ 

to Ellen Feldmann.  Our Best Wishes to them! 
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Big Year for Ice-Out 
 Contest Ticket Sales 

 

ell, another Ice-Out Contest has concluded and a 
banner year it was. We printed 12,500 tickets and 
sold 9,422. This was an amazingly smooth contest 

and it was due to the help of several people. Many thanks 
go to Diane Rossi who spent the month of March and 
early April counting and collating tickets that came in fast 
and furious. Jane Brown did a super job promoting the 
contest and being an ambassador for Joe’s Pond, as well 
as handling her share of the tickets. Don Walker again 
had several radio interviews and sold a pile of tickets. 
Ray and Evelyn Richer expertly handled the very high 
tech apparatus out on the ice. We had many people step 
up and take large amounts of tickets to sell. I can’t ex-
press enough how the success of this contest is a direct 
reflection of the people who have made this project their 
own.  
 We have set the bar very high for the 2008 Ice 
Out contest, but with a little luck and hard work who 
knows what’s around the corner next year? I can honestly 
say that this winter it’s been a pleasure serving the Joe’s 
Pond Association and its members.  
 Have a fantastic spring and summer and we will 
be firing up the presses soon to begin all over again. 

  ~~~David Parker  David Parker  David Parker  David Parker  JPA Director of Fundraising  
 

 Ray Richer put the pallet and new flag up quietly 

without much fanfare, witnessed only by the reporters from 

The Times Argus.  Then the news traveled across the globe 

on the sleeve of its past fame!          Photo by Evelyn Richer 

~~Joe’s Pond Ice Out ~~ 
Second only to Punxsutawney Phil 

on Groundhog Day! 

~Sliding into home plate~ 
‘Spring’s Arrival’ 

pring has arrived!  It is now official, with Ice-Out on 
Joe’s Pond behind us… But up in the marsh, while 
waiting for the block to fall at the other end of the pond, 

the wild spring migration frenzy took place. With the usual 
urgency to claim their own space in the cove, the wildlife pro-
claims spring’s arrival with loud battles for mating or feeding 
territory. 
 Of course I am speaking of the activity generated by 
the many ducks and geese that inhabit the marsh in the early 
spring as they stop by Joe’s on their migrating voyage.  We 
have had visits from our usual transients the common mergan-
ser, hooded merganser, green winged teal, ring-necked duck, 
“the woody,” mallard, and of course the Canada goose.  Each 
variety multiplied by many...   
 The cove is shared by the otter, beavers and occa-
sional muskrats, that are venturing out for lunch in a different 
area than their ‘winter zone’. All  their territories overlap in 
the cove this time of year, and adjustment is difficult for them. 
 The air is filled with the songs of the red-winged 
blackbirds, the squabbling of the ducks and the announce-
ments from the geese of incoming friends!  Then finally a 
wail! 
 It’s the guest of honor, that we all befriend for the 
summer, the loon, that finally arrived on April 23 this year.  
He is hanging out in the cove intimidating the ducks and 
geese, while awaiting his mate’s arrival in a week or so. 
     It’s a normal start to spring, even though we had an unusu-
ally heavy snowfall after Easter, and an unusually warm July-
like day on the 23rd… Still, it’s a good ol’ friend that comes 
every year to cheer us up; Spring… The awakening of spring 
is apparent everywhere… you can smell spring in the air; feel 
its warmth on your cheeks; you can hear its loud song sung by 
the birds in joyful chorus; see it just under the snow as the 
crocus peeks up at you; but most of all you can feel it in your 
wet sneakers!! Welcome back Spring!!  By Evelyn Richer 6 
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A Welcome Sign!! 
 

ay Rouleau reports he will be here             
soon to oversee our road signs and to 

visit any new cottage owners with the 
hope of signing them up as JPA mem-
bers.  Signs will be updated to reflect a 
few changes in the past year.  Ray Richer 
will be putting the finishing touches on 
any damaged signs and have them ready 
for the coming season. 

ICE OUT WINNER 
Dr. Bob Marshall, Montpelier, Vermont is 

the winner of $4,216. 
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