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NOTICE:  YOUR DUES REMITTANCE 
ENVELOPE IS ENCLOSED—DUES 
PAYABLE ON OR BEFORE JULY 1. 
 
 

 

 
WE HAVE A WINNER! 

 

The clock stopped at 4:32 on April 23. 
The winner is Emily Wiggett of North Dan-
ville, Vermont. 

See Page 5 for details.  
 

Newsletter  -  Spring, 2017 
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 President’s Report 
 

    Welcome everyone to Spring! Many of 
you who read Jane’s Blog (thank you 
Jane) are aware that an old fashion winter 
occurred in Vermont this year. Many 
“year ‘rounders” were happy; many left 
for a warmer environment. Amazing as 
the cold and very snowy weather was…it 

is now gone, and we have an Ice Out winner. Emily Wig-
gett of North Danville, guessed within one minute of the 
exact time. See Jane’s report for more information. 
 We discovered a number of cracks in the newly re-
paired Tennis Courts in September 2016. These cracks 
were not part of the repair done last year in late summer. 
This new issue will require significant dollars to correctly 
repair. Continuing with our regular surface repair pro-
vides no guarantee this would be the end of this cracking. 
A foundation replacement is needed. Understand that the 
courts, particularly the foundation for the courts, has been 
in service for about seventy-six years. It is asphalt and we 
have outlasted many other courts by going that many 
years. The normal is half of that number.  Repairing 
cracks every year for four to eight thousand dollars is not 
an option since the limiting factor will still be the founda-
tion. Larry Rossi has been working with the Tennis folks 
and the recommendation is a complete rebuild. Informal 
discussion among Board Members has centered on estab-
lishing a committee of Members, specifically tennis play-
ers because of their vested interest, to raise funds for new 
courts. An option not available is to use the majority of 
funds in the JPA accounts to fund this replacement be-
cause that action would critically undermine our focus to 
improve water quality and the early detection of invasive 
species. The tennis court issue will be discussed at the 
Board Meeting on May 20, 2017 at 10:00 at the Pavilion. 
All are invited. The Board’s recommendation will be dis-

cussed at the Spring meeting on May 27, 2017. 
 Last year we completed the biological survey of the 
aquatic vegetation, seeking any existence of Eurasian 
Milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) and other invasive 
aquatic plant species in Joe’s Pond. The findings were 
negative again showing that our program, run by Pam 
Hebert, is effective. Our current schedule for these under-
water inspections is every two years; however, a recom-
mendation from the inspectors, Solitude Lake Manage-
ment, is that we consider increasing the inspection rate to 
every year. The basis for this recommendation is the in-
crease in volume of boat traffic. Please see Pam’s report 
for more information.  

We are pleased to again offer six JPA sponsored 
Events this summer (Sunfish Races, Fireworks, Steak 
Dinner, Italian Dinner, Pig Roast and Cocktail Party). A 
Change from last years one Sunfish Race is that Susan 
Bouchard has added two more this year including a final 
year-end race. All are welcome to participate. The ticket 
events help us pay our bills and provide social benefits to 
our Members and Guests (Plus the food is DARN good!). 
Remember to buy early, as we do sell out of tickets. 

We have another wedding reception this year at the 
Pavilion and a large number of reunions. It appears to be 
another busy year. 

Please see the reports from the Directors and Officers 
for more information on the individual parts that make for 
a great organization. 

We should all keep in mind our Veterans, particularly 
those who have made the ultimate sacrifice, and those 
currently on Active Duty protecting out freedom. Memo-
rial Day is Monday, May 29, 2017. 

To all who are traveling back to Joe’s Pond, safe trip 
and good health and may the “mud season” be over be-
fore you arrive. Spring Meeting this year is on Saturday, 
May 27, 2017 at 10:00 in the Pavilion.     —Tom Dente 

JOE’S POND ASSOCIATION 
P. O. Box 111, West Danville VT 05873 

Tom Dente, Pres., Don Sherwood, V.Pres., Jack LaGue, Treas., Jane Brown, Sec. 
Directors:  Ray Rouleau, Larry Rossi, Pam Hebert, Susan Bouchard 

 

 The Joe’s Pond Association newsletter is published each spring and mailed to all Joe’s Pond Association members. 
We encourage our members to contribute articles, photos or news.  To contribute articles or photos, purchase ad space 
or advise us of changes in your mailing address or e-mail, please contact Jane Brown at the above address or by e-mail:   
 janebrown@joespondvermont.com.  Newsletters are posted on our website, www.joespondvermont.com  

 

Tennis Courts History 

 

 The tennis courts were constructed by Doug Woods in 1941.  It cost $1.00 for the first in a family to use the courts 
and 25₵ for any additional members.  Footwear and court etiquette guidelines were posted a couple years later.  A shuf-
fleboard court was added in 1944.  The courts were resurfaced and repaired every 3-4 years.  Oil was used to kill the 
grass around the courts in 1958. In 1960, the courts were in such disrepair the members were ready to turn them into a 
baseball field.  The Board made the decision to repair them and gave Roger Crampton $100 to work with.  The courts 
survived through the years being patched and resurfaced until 1995 when they were again in need of major work and   
Elsie Fitts chaired a committee that did extensive work on the courts and recreation area.  In 2001, Kim Segale volun-
teered to plant perennials around the courts; vinyl posts were installed.  Repairs and resurfacing have kept the courts alive 
until now when once again major repairs are needed.      —From minutes of Joes’s Pond Association meetings.  
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   Secretary’s Report     

 May 21, 2016.  We started the season 
in grand style with nice weather and an 
exceptional group of people happy to be 
at Joe’s Pond.  One of the highlights of 
the meeting was that the 2016 Ice-Out 
Contest winner, Pamela Swift, of Barre, 
was there to accept her winnings, $5,297.  Pamela was 
very gracious and excited about getting a substantial boost 
for her college fund.  Sam Lewis gave a detailed report 
on Cabot’s new Flood Plain map; Ron Gauthier announced 
the Grand Opening Ceremony for the rail/trail section from 
St. Johnsbury to West Danville to be held on June 23. 
 July 2, 2016, Annual Meeting, brought out another 
large group.  New members, Tom and Karen Lauzon and 
Geraldine Pelok were there and introduced by President 
Dente.  Ms. Perry Thomas from the Vermont Agency of 
Natural Resources spoke briefly about protecting and man-
aging Vermont lakes and wetlands. Susan Bouchard an-
nounced sailors were signing up for the Sunfish Race on 
July 17; Ron Gauthier requested a donation of $4,000 to 
LVRT to help purchase equipment to maintain the rail/
trail, and that request was referred to the Board.  President 
Dente announced the retirement of George Anderson as 
treasurer and Jack LaGue as our  new treasurer.  
 August 20, 2016, our final meeting of the season had 
fewer attendees than our two previous meetings, but  it was 
an enthusiastic group.  President Dente reported the Board 
had decided not to donate the requested $4000 to the 
LVRT. The Board decided a reasonable share for Joe’s 
Ponders would be $200/year for maintenance and therefore 
recommended paying that amount forward three years for a 
donation of $600.  A motion to this effect was presented to 
members and the vote was unanimous agreement.   
 The information above has only highlights of our 
meetings.  The complete minutes of each meeting are post-
ed on the website, www.joespondvermont.com, as soon as 
possible after the meetings.   
 During the winter, an updated Joe’s Pond Association 
directory was printed.  It will be available at Spring Meet-
ing on May 27th.  Please also remember that the on-line 
directory is kept current throughout the year with updates 
made as soon as we receive the information.  Some mem-
bers have asked that their email addresses be included, and 
we have added those to the on-line directory as it is pass-
word-protected and available only to members.  See me if 
you do not have the user name and password to access it.  

   —Jane Brown, Secretary 
 

 

     
    Please make arrangements to pick up 
your new directory at one of our regu-
lar business meetings.. 
 
 
 

Vice President’s Report  

 

    The dates for our Fireworks are set 
for July 3rd with a rain date of July 5 
th. Boy, have we ever been fortunate 
not to have to use our rain date for 
several years. The show will begin 
after dusk when it has begun to get 
darker. As always, Northstar 

Fireworks promises us a spectacular show. Please do not 
bring your  boat any further than the two islands during 
the event. We don’t want the  remnants of the rockets to 
land in your boat! Remember to show running lights 
when you are on the water; water traffic is heavy on 
Fireworks Night, so please be respectful of other 
boaters, keep your speed down and have adequate life  
preservers aboard. Enjoy the event safely.  
 The best place to observe the fireworks of course is 
from a boat. But for those who drive to Joe’s Pond to 
view them, they can best be seen from Route 15 about 
two miles or so from the beach. Drive up a side road and 
watch them from up on the hillside. Not much will be 
seen from the beach. For your safety, posters will be set 
up at the beach and along the rail trail requesting that 
you do not interfere with the men setting up the site near 
Channel Drive on the day of the event.  
 If you have any concerns regarding grading and 
brush cutting, attention to aprons, etc., along roads on 
the Danville side of Joe’s Pond, please contact Ted 
Chase (684-3883) or me (684-3397). We will be happy 
to pass on your request and concern to Keith Gadapee, 
Danville Road Foreman. Of course you can contact 
Keith directly at 684-3362 about your concerns if you 
wish. Here’s hoping that everyone has a safe  
and magical summer at Joe’s Pond.  
The dates for our Fireworks are set for July 3rd with a rain 
date of July 5th.      —Don Sherwood 
  

Memorial Day, May 29, 2017 
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May 27, 2017  Spring Meeting, Pavilion, 10 am 
June 03, 2017 Pavilion Rental 
June 24, 2017 Yard Sale, Pavilion, 10-1, (Dee, 684-3900) 
June 25, 2017 Sunfish Races 
June 29, 2017 Pavilion Rental 
July  01, 2017 Annual  Meeting, Pavilion, 10 am 
July  01, 2017 Pavilion Rental 
July  02, 2017 Pavilion Rental 
July  03, 2017 Fireworks 
July  05, 2017  Fireworks Rain Date 
July  08, 2017 Pavilion Rental 
July 15, 2017 Steak Dinner (Camilla 802-684-3615) 
July 22, 2017 Pavilion Rental 
July 23, 2017 Sunfish Races 
July 29, 2017 Italian Dinner (Pam 802-684-3655) 
July 30, 2017 Pavilion Rental  
Aug. 05, 2017 Danville Fair 
Aug. 12, 2017 Pig Roast (Bill Keach 802-684-3673) 
Aug. 13, 2017 Pavilion Rental 
Aug. 19, 2017 Fall Meeting  
Aug  20, 2017 Sunfish races Year Final; Awards  
Aug 23, 2017 Pavilion Rental 
Aug. 26, 2017 Cocktail Party (802-498-4225, 684-3673,) 
Aug. 27, 2017 Sunfish Races Year Final Rain Date 

 

YARD SALE—JPA PAVILION 
June 24, 2017 

 9 a.m.—1 p.m., Rain or Shine 
 

  Table rental fee:  $10.00  
 

   Contact Dee McKown  
684-3900, to reserve your table. 
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Ice-Out Report 

        

    We’ve  had another year of 
wild weather swings, alternat-
ing spring-like warm spells 
with below zero dips.  A warm 
spell in February hinted the 
contest could be another nail-

biter with the ice letting the block down and stopping 
the clock before the April 1 close of the  contest. 
    March arrived and the weather turned on us with a 
vengeance. Below-zero temps added some 10 inches of 
thickness to the ice, and Larry delayed putting the flag 
on the ice until the weather warmed on March 6. A 
week later an old fashioned nor’easter swept over us 
like a blanket, burying the rope and pallet and piling 
snow up the flag post.   
 Because of the cold and frequent snowstorms, the 
clock didn’t get connected until the first week in April.  
We knew there was no rush—the ice was thickening, 
not melting.   
    We decided not to use the cameras this year. Health 
issues put Bill Rossi in a special care facility in Shel-
burne, Vt., so Diane had more important things to think 
about than cameras.  However, she was home early 
mornings and late evenings, so was able to keep a close 
eye on the block and clock, checking twice daily, just as 
we did “back in the day” before Bill and Diane  gener-
ously provided the web cams.  About April 16th, Diane 
began sending a picture each morning for the blog. 
 We had a stretch of not awfully warm but rainy 
days the third week of April.  On Sunday the 23rd, we 
had lots of sunshine and the temperature soared into the 
low 60s, the block sank stopping the clock at 4:32 p.m. 
 We were able to reach our winner, Emily Wiggett, 
of North Danville, right away.  Emily was traveling on 
Route 2 when she got the call.  When we told her she 
had won the Joe’s Pond Ice-Out Contest, her reaction 
was, “No way!”  Her guess was April 23 at 4:31 p.m. 
    Emily will receive a little over $4,600.  This is down 

  

     
    2016 was certainly a terrific boating season on our lake. Missing buoy  reports are al-
ways appreciated. If found, placement on waterfront in plain sight is a real time saver. The 
buoy for Sunken Island made a late season run for it, but was eventually found at Toll's 
landing on Channel Drive. 
    Last season’s sailboat race was great fun. This season, I will be working on a long-term, 
lightweight, Hi-Vis solution for these buoys. The goal for these three buoys is to be able to 
deploy and retrieve for races quickly and easily, but still have a Hi-Vis 'target' for racers. 
Big buoys for the races means big anchors, so I don't think this approach is convenient.  

 All 11 buoys were retrieved last fall, in glorious Columbus Day Weekend peak foliage. I always meet interesting peo-
ple in the fall while retrieving buoys.  Last fall, a young father and daughter kayaking, stopped to chat with me in the mid-
dle pond. They said, "It seems so lonely kayaking when the buoys are gone.”  I agreed and apologized if it seemed I was 
ending their season. They both laughed and said they understood - it has to be done. 
 I look forward to this summer and hope to be one of the first and the last enjoying Joe's Pond boating season. Please 
contact me if you notice loose buoys attempting to escape and/or boaters tampering with or mooring to any JPA buoys 

    Photo by Patty Ward 

Signs & Membership 
 

    Our signs are in good condition and will 
be updated and in place by Spring Meet-
ing.   
    The large sign at the west end of the pa-
vilion will be repainted this spring.  This 
was donated to us by Evelyn and Ray 
Richer some 15 years ago, so time and 
weather have taken a toll. 
    This past summer, Jamie Dimick and I replaced art work 
on the West Shore Road sign using a state-of-the-art tech-
nique that will stand up to time and weather.  Always on 
Time Signs & Designs in Berlin, Vermont did a vinyl decal 
of the artwork which was mounted on high density poly-
ethelene marine  board.  This should preserve the original 
artwork created by Evelyn Richer for many years.  If this 
proves to be as durable as we hope, we will use the same 
process on other signs as needed. 
    We try to keep up with changes, but in spite of our best 
efforts, we sometimes miss a change in ownership or get 
something wrong, so please notify me if you find an error 
or if you see that a sign has been damaged.  Contact me by 
email, peckyrouleau@aol.com, or phone, 802-563-9921.  
 I’m Looking forward to another great summer at Joe’s 
Pond!   —Ray Rouleau 

JPA Buoy Report 

from last year.  We didn’t get as much me-
dia response as past years, but mostly, 
blame the weather.  The last week in March, 
our biggest ticket sales period, was cold and 
wintery.  Locals weren’t thinking about 
melting ice—they were shoveling snow and 
scraping windshields. Even so, Henretta 
Splain logged in over 10,000 tickets. 
    Our volunteers and the people selling 
tickets at outlets did a super job, and we 

thank all of them.  We also thank  the many Joe’s Pond 
Association members who either bought or sold way more 
than the 10 tickets issued to them.    
    —Jane Brown & Diane Rossi 



 

6 

 
2017 Rail Trail Status 

   

The next construction project for the 
LVRT is Bridge 68 in Cambridge Jct.  
    The next section of trail slated for 
work is Phase 1C in Franklin County. 
This section of trail is 11.63 miles and 
runs from Bridge St. in Sheldon Jct. to 
Robin Hood Dr. in Swanton in 2018 

Maintenance  
    As we enter our second year of having completed 
sections of trail, our maintenance program continues to 
grow stronger and more effective. We have purchased 
some new equipment to help maintain the trails includ-
ing:  
 Tow-behind brush hog mower 
 Weed-whacker 
 Leaf blower (backpack unit) 
 Leaf Blower (walk-behind unit converted for ATV 
 

We will continue to ask towns to help us mow back 
the ditch line vegetation with their road equipment. The 
ATV mounted leaf blower has proven very effective at 
clearing leaves and pine needles off the trail.   

We are very appreciative of the support we have 
received from communities and look forward to contin-
uing those partnerships.  A complete report will be 
available at the spring meeting.  —Ron Gauthier 

Maintenance Report 
     

    There are no major projects scheduled 
for this year.  Our tennis courts and the 
outdoor cooking area were upgraded last 
year so only general maintenance should 
be required this year.   
     We will be talking about the future of 

the tennis courts as they will need major work very soon. 
 We always appreciate input from members.  If you 
notice something that needs attention or think of a way to 
improve our facility, please don’t hesitate to let me know.  
I can be reached at 802-684-3923, or contact any Board 
Member.   —Larry Rossi 

Watch for our BIG 4th of July  
Fireworks Display 

July 3rd at dusk - Rain Date July 5th. 
You cannot see the display 
from the beach.  The fire-
works are set off from the 

trail near Channel Drive at the 
north end of the pond.  Watch 

from a hillside or  a boat. 

Next door to Azaelia Sun on Hill Street, Danville, 
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    Rose Nunn, James Pastula 
and Cameron Somers inspected 
442 boats launched from 50 
water bodies in 2016. Ten of 
these waterbodies are known to 
have Eurasian watermilfoil in-

festations. Plant material was removed from sev-
eral boats but no Eurasian watermilfoil was 
found. We would like to once again thank Jeff 
and Samantha Perkins for storing our greeter 
shelter over the winter. 
    Our biological survey was conducted last August by 
Solitude Lake Management. A throw-rake, underwater 
camera and view scope were used to collect and identify 
vegetation. A total of 26 aquatic species were observed at  

 
the time of the survey. No Eurasian watermilfoil 
was found.  
    Ann Bove, aquatic biologist for Vermont, has 
reported that one new population of Eurasian water-
milfoil was identified and managed in North 
Springfield Reservoir, North Springfield, Vermont,  
in 2016. Asian clams, a new aquatic invasive  spe-
cies for Vermont,  were found in Lake Bomoseen. 
    We have applied for a grant  from the Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation and will re-
ceive additional funding from the towns of Dan-

ville, Cabot and Walden. Our greeter program will begin 
the middle of June and continue through Labor Day.  
     —Pam Hebert 

 

Joe’s Pond in the Age of Steam Locomotives 
By Andy Rudin 

 

 During its final years, diesel-electric engines pulled railroad cars by Joe’s Pond. When I was a kid in the late 1940s 
and 1950s, however, there were steam locomotives hauling trains of cars, and they were amazing wonders to me.  
 When the diesel electric engines honked their horns at North Shore Road or down in the village, my friends and I 
used to run to the tracks to place pennies on them. Those diesel locomotives were nothing like steam engines that had a 
steam whistle loud enough to make a loon lay an egg out of season. When the steam engine appeared from around the 
corner, it belched smoke out of the stack on top and steam out of both sides like a huge dragon. The noise was impres-
sive for anyone near the rails. The engineer would start ringing the bell as the train thundered by. I was awestruck.  
 Joes Pond had a railroad station near the current public beach in West Danville, but steam engines do not want to 

stop unnecessarily because the engineers would have to fire up the boilers to 
get moving again. So to deliver the mail, a postal worker aboard the mail car 
would throw a bag onto the station platform. To pick mail up, West Danville 
postmaster Ralph Hastings, and his father before him, would hang a bag on 
a special pole so that the mail car folks could snag it with a hook and drag it 
inside. My father would take me down there to watch this happen. Poetry in 
motion. At that time, there were passenger rail cars, too. One time I accom-
panied my father on a trip from Hardwick to St. Johnsbury. My mom met us 
in St. Johnsbury and drove us back to Joe’s Pond.  
    The railroad workers traveled the tracks in handcars in the early days and 
later in little “putt-putt” cars. By what is now Brown Road, I remember 
watching maybe a dozen workers bending rails by hand with crowbars 
while others hammered in spikes to hold the curved rails in place. I always 
wanted to ride in a “putt-putt,” but no kids were allowed.  
    In those days, to control plant growth on and near the rails, workers 
would fire up kerosene torches on each side of a trailer with 55-gallon 
drums of kerosene feeding the flames. They pulled this monster fire hog 
with a single “putt-putt.”  
   I could hear them light the torches near the West Danville station a mile 
away. After they went by, the sides of the tracks were smoldering green 
soup. When they recently built the rail trail, I could still smell the kerosene 
in the soil by the tracks. That is one reason they piled the soil in specific 
places. Dana Calkins told me that the kerosene and creosote made the soil 
too toxic to be reused, and this was maybe 70 years later.  
    Whenever I bike down to Hastings, Marty’s or St. J, I am impressed with 

the engineering that went into building the railroad back around Civil War times. They built the system by hand using 
black powder, horses and sweat. As I ride my bike quietly on the beautiful trail where the iron tracks once lay, I try to 
imagine what it was like being an engineer of one of those noisy, hot, steaming, smoking, bell ringing, whistle-blowing 
behemoth steam engines. 

Aquatic Invasive Species Report 

West  Danville station, c. 1920. 

 Coming from Walden, approaching 
the crossing at North Shore Road. 



 

8 

Bennett, George Arthur (1924-2017)  
passed away on January 4, 2017, at Grafton 
County Nursing Home in Haverhill, N. H.  
George was a long-time Joe’s Ponder who 
enjoyed summers at the family cottage on 
Edgewood Avenue.  George was a quiet 
man, but those of us who had the pleasure 
of knowing him will miss him. 

 
Blondin, Eleanor Mabel (Walbridge) (1922
-2016), passed away at Rowan Court in Barre 
on October 10, 2016.  Eleanor was a Cabot 
girl, and lived most of her life near her family 
home on Cabot Plain.  She was Cheryl Sem-
prebon’s mother (275 Old Homestead).  El-
eanor leaves a large and loving family.   
 

    Byrd, Ethel Loretta (Santor), 96, 
mother of Larry Byrd, Sandy Beach 
Road, passed away on March 12, 2017 at 
Woodridge Nursing Home in Berlin.  
Mrs. Byrd had lived with Larry and Carol 
at Joe’s Pond and at their home in Florida 
for the past 5 years. She became very 
fond of Joe’s Pond.  Memorial services 

will be held at a later date.   
 

Demick, Doris (Ebbett) 95, died on 
December 31, 2016 at St. Johnsbury 
Health and Rehab.  She had lived 
several years with her daughter and 
son-in-law, Evelyn and Ray Richer at 
their Sandy Beach home at Joe’s 

Pond.  Doris was an educator, musician and author and is 
missed by not only her immediate family and the many 
friends she made throughout her life, but also her “church 
families” in Bradford and St. Johnsbury. 

    Harper, Charles 86, passed away on 
December 14, 2016 at his home in North 
Tustin, California.  Charlie served in the U. 
S. Navy, and was a member of the Prince-
ton rowing crew in the 1952 Olympics.  He 
was an avid sailor and all-around sports-
man, and was very fond of spending time 

at the family camp at  Joe’s Pond (Clubhouse Cir.) and 
made many friends here.  
 

    Paulsen, Julouise “Polly”, 96, passed 
away at her home at Heaton Woods in 
Montpelier, Vermont on July 19, 2016.  
“Polly” was born in Danville and grew up 
enjoying Joe’s Pond at the family cottage on 
Old Homestead Road.   She had many 
friends here. 

 
    Temple, Dorothea “Dot” (Bevis) (1925
-2016) passed away on December 12, 2016 
at her home in White River Junction.  Dot 
and her late husband, Frank, spent many 
summers at Joe’s Pond and had numerous 
friends here and in St. Johnsbury where 
they lived before Frank died.   

 
    Ward, Jane (Willey) (1934-2016), 
passed away on August 29, 2016, in Barre, 
Vermont.  Jane and her late husband, Bill, 
enjoyed many years at Joe’s Pond at her 
family’s cottage on Barre Avenue.  Jane had 
many friends at the pond, and she is missed 
by them and her sons, Matt and Craig and 
their families.  
 

 Our sincerest condolences to the families who have lost 
a loved one.   

 

BE SAFE—KEEP OTHERS SAFE 
 There are  lots of children and pets on all roads around the pond in the summer.   Please be cautious when driving 
 your vehicle, riding your bicycle, walking or running.  Here are some tips to keep you safe: 
 Drive Slowly on roads where there are summer homes; expect the unexpected.   
 Walkers or runners should remember to face traffic, staying well to the left.   
 Cyclists ride with traffic, keep to the right and  follow the same laws as motorized vehicles; use proper hand sig-

nals to turn or stop. 
 Always be aware of your surroundings.  Earbuds and/or headphones are not illegal in Vermont when hiking or 

biking, but it is dangerous to have both ears covered when you’re on a highway or a trail.  Unplug—hear what 
you’re missing. 

• Do not text while walking.  Pay attention to your surroundings—see what you’re missing! 
 PLEASE keep your pets leashed and clean up after them.  This makes for a safe, healthy environment for pets and 

humans alike. 

 

“They are n  gone; they live in our hea s forever.” 
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News Items 

    John and Elizabeth Randall of Mil-
ler Place, NY and Joes Pond, Cabot, 
VT announce the engagement of their 
son, Dr. Matthew John Randall, of 
Burlington, Vermont, to Dr. Niki 
Dominique Josephina Ubags, daughter 
of Ms. Gertie Hodiamont of Bocholtz, 
the Netherlands  and Mr. Frank Ubags 
of Potsdam, Germany.   Matt has ac-
cepted a job in Geneva, Switzerland 
and plans to move there in April.  He 
and Niki will be married this August in 
the Netherlands.   
    John and Liz’s daughter, Lauren, 
was married on June 5, 2016, to Kevin 
Scanlon.  Lauren works for Suffolk 
County Water Dept., and Kevin is a 
field engineer at Agilent Technologies.     

    Ted Chase snagged this hapless 
“Pepe LePew” last summer. I im-
agine the North Shore Road neigh-
borhood had a memorable scent in 
the air for a few days . . . !      
Good job,  Ted!     

   In February, the Dimick/Brown 
family celebrated with newly doc-
umented U. S. citizen, Monika, 
oldest son Bill’s wife and mother 
of our two beautiful granddaugh-
ters, Jo-Ann, 17, a senior at White 
Mountain School, and Tangeni, 5, 
in kindergarten at Waterford 
School.  Monika and Jo-Ann came 
to this country from Namibia, Af-

rica.   Becoming a citizen has taken Monika eight years, so 
we are very proud she was able to complete the extensive 
requirements and testing.  Now that her mom is a citizen, 
Jo-Ann’s status changed so with minimal paperwork, she 
has also become a U. S. citizen.  We are very proud of 
them both. Granddaughter Jo-Ann spent her spring break 
working in the Dominican Republic with a small group 
from her school.   They helped build a school in one of the 

baytey communities there and also worked as teachers 
with some of the children. 

    Jack and Sue LaGue, 
Sandy Beach Road and Sara-
sota, Florida, announce the 
engagement of their daugh-
ter, Jenn, to Brian Tarbox.  
Brian and Jenn will be mar-

ried this summer at Joe’s Pond and will live temporarily in 
Barre while their house in Waterbury is being built.  Brian 
is an architect at Joseph Architects in Waterbury, and Jenn 
is chief accounting officer at iSystems in So. Burlington.   
 

   Doug and Christie (Lynch) 
Fitts of Charlotte, N. C., were 
married at the Congregational 
Church, Peacham on March 
18..  Homer and Margaret 
Fitts are shown here with 
Doug and Christie. Attending 
were Michael Fittsfrom Tex-
as; Ellen and Cliff Cooper 
from Burlington; Karen and 

Denny Madigan and daughter Kenzie from Essex Junction; 
and Christie’s daughter and husband, Amber and Roc with 
their two children from North Carolina.  A reception was 
held at New England Culinary Institute restaurant in Mont-
pelier.  
 

 A new eatery, Three Ponds, opened on April 14 in the 
space previously occupied by the Joe’s Pond Country 
Store.  Lynda Markison and her son, Chef Caleb Clark 
serve breakfast and lunch Thursday through Monday, and 
they have take-outs.   
 The building is now owned by James and Sara Stinson 
of Danville and has undergone a complete renovation so 
it’s bright and inviting 
     Lynda and Caleb are looking forward to meeting old 
friends and making new ones, and we welcome them to 
Joe’s Pond. (P.S.—some of the Ice-Out Committee had 
breakfast there the second day it was open, and the food 
was  really good. It is a fun place—great addition to town.) 
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Welcome New Property Owners! 
 

    If you have not already joined the Joe’s Pond Associ-
ation, we hope you will do so. Look for a remittance 
envelope within this newsletter.  Dues are only $25/yr. 
per cottage. 
    Ray Rouleau is our official “greeter,” so expect a per-
sonal visit from him, and in the meantime, any questions 
you have may be directed to any board member or sent 
to:  JPA, P. O. Box 111, West Danville VT 05873. 
    We look forward to meeting each of you and urge you 
to attend our meetings and events. See the Schedule of 
Events on page 4.    
     Joe’s Pond is a special place—a community with sol-
id values and lasting friendships that make wonderful 
memories through the years.  We are happy you are here 
and wish you the best summer ever.   

 There is a brand new up-to-date directory waiting for 
each of you at the May meeting—or if you aren’t able to 
attend the meeting, arrange for a friend or neighbor to 
pick yours up.  The directories will remain available at 
each meeting until the end of the year, and then any that 
have not already been picked up will be mailed.   As in 
the past, changes in the directory will be listed in this 
newsletter.   
 The Joe’s Pond Directory is also available to JPA  
members online:  www.joespondvermont.com.  It is a 
secure, password-protected file for members only, and is 
updated as soon as we receive new information.  See 
Jane Brown for password information. 
 We know you sometimes need to change your mail  
or home address, change telephone numbers by giving up 
land lines for cells, or property ownership changes so 
names are added or removed.  We want to know about 
these events. 
 This may seem very personal, but it is necessary in 
order for our Association to keep you informed and our 
members to be able to keep in touch with one another. 
please let me know if/when you make any of the above 
changes.  We also like to have e-mail addresses and 
promise not to clutter your mailbox with frivolous mail.  
Contact me:  janebrown@joespondvermont.com, or  802-
563-2381. 
 Thank you, and have a great Joe’s Pond Summer! 

### 
Changes for the New Directory (these came after it 
went to print): 
Buttura, Angela—winter address is now 2 Locust Lane, 
Essex Junction, VT 05452. 
Dan & Karen Keene’s cottage at 1539 W. Shore Road 
is now owned by Jerome & Lauren Keating, winter 
address: 6 Deer Run Lane, Waitsfield, VT 05673. 
Leigh, Gerald & Jacqueline, now have a land line at the 
cottage:  802-563-2858. 

Begin, Lois, sold her cottage at 64 Otis Drive to Lau-
ren VanDeran.  The cottage has been replaced with a 
year around home. 
Calcagni, Joseph & Jonie, sold property at 249 N. 
Shore Rd, the former Quimby camp, to Matthew & 
Hilary Calcagni, Waterbury, VT. 
Campbell, Marilyn, sold her camp at 199 Barre Ave., 
to Chad & Marie-Noelle Bell, Graniteville, VT. 
Gould, Sheryl, sold her cottage at 60 Narrows Dr. to 
Daniel and Ann Muse, Canton, MA. 
Injun Joe Court, 3102 Rte 2W, has been sold to 
Thomas & Karen Lauzon, Barre, VT.  It has been 
renamed Pond View Development, LLC. 
Keene, Dan & Karen,  have sold their cottage at 1539 
W Shore Rd to  Jerome & Lauren Keating, of 
Waitsfield, Vermont.. 
Lewis, Sam & Judy, sold their home at 300 Sandy 
Beach Rd. to James & Gretchen Farnsworth, More-
town, VT. 
Mason, Ken & Nancy, have sold their home at 1581 
W Shore Rd to their son and daughter-in-law, Kent & 
Cherese Mason,  Barre, VT. 
Montgomery, Bryce, sold his cottage at 3542 Rte 2W 
to Bradley Blackburn & Lydia Hagman, Danville, 
VT. 
Richer, Ray & Evelyn, sold their home at 304 Sandy 
Beach Rd to  Scott & Geraldine Pelok.  

NEW RULES ON TRANSPORTING  
FIREWOOD IN VERMONT 

  

 Vermont prohibits bringing untreated firewood into 
the state. Nearly all types of firewood are prohibited, 
including: hardwood, softwood, seasoned, and green. 
Heat treated firewood is permitted if it has a label or 
other certification showing that it was heated to a core 
temperature of 160°F for 75 minutes. Additionally, au-
thorities advise that firewood cut within the state of 
Vermont should be kept as local as possible to help 
slow the spread of pests already present in limited are-
as.  
 For more information about 
Vermont’s firewood rule, go to 
firewood.vt.gov or contact the VT 
Department of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation at 802-828-1531. 
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Cell: 802-922-4062 
Home: 802-748-3575 
Office: 802-748-6373 

 

THURSTON AUTO SALES 
Ernie Thurston 

Bill Dimick 
 

Used Cars and Trucks 
BUY - SELL - TRADE 
Appraisal Services 

 
 

P. O. Box 12 
1320 Memorial Drive 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 
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CALL TO JOIN  
THE JOE’S POND  PREFERRED PRICING PROGRAM 
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Sunday 10 am to 4 pm 

 

Sunday 10 am to 4 pm 

FOR SALE:   

SHOREMASTER boat lift.  Model #36108 

108" wide, can support up to 3600 pounds.  
Aluminum, well maintained, and presently is at my camp on North Shore Road, Joe’s Pond. 
If interested, contact me at:  215-675-6189; or after June 12th at 802-684-1083. 

George Baxter 
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     The Joe’s Pond newsletter has the support of many local business people.  Most are “regulars,” 
purchasing ads each spring, and some contacted us for the first time this year.  Please show your 
appreciation by using their services and products whenever possible. 
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